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PARTS OF BRACES “ieio

BANDS

BANDS ARE A RING OF METAL, WHICH FIT AROUND THE BACK TEETH (MOLARS AND
SOMETIMES PREMOLARS). EACH TOOTH HAS ITS OWN SHAPE AND SIZE. THE BANDS ARE
SELECTED FROM A RANGE OF SIZES. THE AIM IS TO SELECT THE TIGHTEST FITTING BAND.
THE BANDS ARE SEALED IN POSITION USING A DENTAL CEMENT (LIKE GLUE) CONTAINING
FLUORIDE TO PREVENT ANY DECALCIFICATION DURING TREATMENT.

BRACKETS

THE PART THAT HOLDS THE ARCHWIRE AGAINST EACH TOOTH. THE ARCHWIRE FITS INTO A
SLOT IN THE BRACKET. BRACKETS MAY BE ATTACHED DIRECTLY TO EACH TOOTH OR TO A
BAND.

BONDED

SMALL BRACKETS ARE USUALLY BONDED OR GLUED ON THE FRONT TEETH AND SOMETIMES
THE BACK TEETH. DURING THIS PROCEDURE THE LIPS ARE HELD OUT OF THE WAY WITH
PLASTIC RETRACTORS SIMILAR TO THOSE USED WHEN THE TEETH WERE PHOTOGRAPHED.
DURING THIS PROCEDURE THE TEETH MUST BE KEPT DRY.

ARCHWIRES

THE MAIN WIRES OR ARCH WIRES ARE SHAPED SPECIFICALLY TO FIT AROUND THE ARCH
INTO THE BRACKET SLOTS. TEETH MOVE FROM THE PRESSURE THAT IS APPLIED BY THE
BRACES. THAT PRESSURE COMES FROM THE ARCHWIRE, WHICH GUIDES THE DIRECTION OF
MOVEMENT. NOTE THAT THE ARCHWIRE IS HELD IN PLACE BY A SERIES OF SMALL RUBBER
RINGS THAT TIE THE ARCHWIRE INTO THE BRACKET.

ELASTICS
A TINY RUBBER RING THAT TIES THE ARCHWIRE INTO THE BRACKET — OR — LIGATURE
WIRE — A TINY WIRE THAT TIES THE ARCHWIRE INTO THE BRACKET.

HOOKS
SMALL ATTACHMENTS ON THE BRACKETS USED TO ATTACH ELASTICS (RUBBER BANDS).

COIL SPRING
THIS SPRING FITS BETWEEN BRACKETS AND OVER THE ARCHWIRE.



